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2/6/72 I ax reminded of the well-known phrase - was it JFK's - thet war is tor important 
to leave to the generals as I read the Pentagon Papers U3an‘ca,y in short? disjointed 
snatches. To hue the least significant part, the least informative contents, is con_'i_. nation 
of this , view. History already records that amply? and not with our’ country alone, f'o me 
the more significant disclosures can not, really, be considered new or disclosures, again 
nc more than confirmation of what any intelligent analysis of what was public had to show. 
Government is too important to leave to the politicians. Interpretations of fact? decisions 
and recommendations, on policy, all are too important to leave to the bureaucrats or profes- 
sional scholars within the gevommeht. 

Tiie logical extension ot this is dismal: .government can't really work here. Perhaps 
the single most conspicuous thing in the reading I have done to date is that nobody had my 
capacity for' really learning cr, if he did, had not the courage to come out with it. 

And.- the most depressing part is that ail . of tills could have been the end product 
of pin;'-, linking. It didn't require all the "input" fra all the involved une-.-v. all of 
whom hid. ... vested interest in what others thought, what was done ana not done. 



Nobody in his right mind coulci have thought 
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all policy had any way of succeeding. But. nobody with a right mind was in a position to do 
anything. • All. .those brains and no common sense, no understanding of the situation, the people, 
their history - no learning from history, current or past. 

The last tiling I read is no stew's justification of the bombing, based on his experience 
studying strategic bombing in Germany in Will. But if ho undertood the study of which he 



nad bean an 'important part, it had to tall him era 
memo with care, he was "foresighted, if .that is tlis 
later cite as not only justification for being wro: 
conditions were not mot, as they could not be. 

And already the lesson is lost, • the same lie 
press is, without question. Snatayana was riglit: he 
to reliye it. 



exactly the opposite. Now, if you react his 
tlia word, end attached conditions he could 
wrong, but a prediction of it. because his 



being repeated. 
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pa history is doomed 



R hat has to be obvious from' a reading of. these once— secret papers, aside from the 
permeating error and total immorality and dishonesty, is that there arc net needed to under- 
stand what, they say. - Everyone should have known what they say. 
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